
A Letter from Jill

The Decline of the Family Unit
We are in challenging times here in America. The decline 

of the family unit can be traced back to the formative 
years. By the time children reach adulthood, they have 
already learned their roles in the family and in society from 
a myriad of sources outside of the Church. People have 
come to believe they are who everyone says they are, and 
they struggle to know what God says about them, their 
purpose and their value. 

The focal challenge for ministries has become much 
more than reaching the lost. That challenge now includes 
facilitating the healing and discipling of new believers 
while empowering and equipping the Church to lead the 
way for social and spiritual revival. 

Marriage and Society
The facts surrounding how healthy married people 

contribute to society are staggering:

•	 Married people live longer and are less likely to 
smoke or drink heavily, to experience frequent 
headaches or to suffer from psychological problems 
than people who aren’t married. 

•	 Married people give more to charity, have more 
net worth, save more, earn higher incomes and are 
generally better off financially. 

•	 Married people are better educated, and their 
children are likely to earn better grades and reach 
higher levels of achievement in school. 

•	 A society’s absolution or avoidance of marriage 
results in social and economic decline.

To learn more about this topic, see the Resources for 
Further Reading section at the end of this article.

Single Stats
What are the statistics for singles in America? The United States Census Bureau 
documents the following data for U.S. residents over 18 in 2011.

• 102 million unmarried people reside in America (age 18 and older.  
 53 percent are women; 47 percent are men)

• More than 50 percent of U.S. residents are single

• 62 percent have never been married

• 17 million are age 65 and over

• 55 million households are maintained by unmarried men or women

• In 1950, four million Americans lived alone. That number has jumped 
 eight times to 33 million 

• One-third of all households have one resident

• Five million adults under 35 live alone

• 13.6 million are single parents living with at least one child

• 820,000 unmarried grandparents are raising a grandchild alone

• 6.8 million unmarried partner households exist

• By 2000, 62 percent of widowed elderly were living alone.
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Dear Contributor,

Thank you for participating in the mission of Single 
Matters. Your contribution is an invaluable resource to the 
visitors of the webzine! 

The vision of Single Matters is to glorify God in and 
through the lives of singles. We want to encourage singles 
to invite the presence of God into every matter of their 
lives. Our hope is that we equip and empower them to 
enter into marriages with a solid foundation and bring 
Jesus Christ to their community, state, nation and the 
world. For the glory of God.  

A short time ago I was praying for friends who are over 
30 and still single (myself included). I realized there wasn’t 
one resource that serves over-30 singles in any stage of 

life: still single but want to be married, called to singleness, 
divorced or widowed. Once I saw this need, I found 
research that confirmed what God was speaking to my 
heart. Singles need a community that understands their  
life circumstances!   

We look forward to the fruit that comes from your 
partnership. Together, may we be planted by streams of 
living water and bear fruit in this season for the purposes  
of God in our generation (Psalm 1:1-3).

In Spirit and Truth,

Founder and President
Jill Monaco Ministries/Single Matters



The Church’s Response
If the Christian Church wants to impact the world for 

Christ, it must facilitate and encourage the health of the 
body that is unmarried. A great divide – a separate reality 
from mainstream society – has occurred in the minds of 
Christian singles, leading to a “take care of me” attitude 
(out of necessity or habit) that blinds them to the needs of 
others, whereby limiting their sensitivity to the lost – the 
people Jesus said to reach. 

It’s not hard to find resources for marriage. Books and 
conferences are easily accessible. But, for the unmarried 
person, quality resources are hard to find. As representatives 
of the Church and the love of Christ, we can no longer 
afford to miss this demographic. Why? Because more than 
50 percent of your congregation is unmarried. 

The State of Singleness
The following excerpt from “The Disconnect” by Nathan 

Heller in The New Yorker (April 16, 2012) sheds considerable 
light on the state of singleness:

Eric Klinenberg, a sociologist at New York University, has spent the 
past several years studying aloneness, and in his new book, “Going 
Solo: The Extraordinary Rise and Surprising Appeal of Living Alone” 
(Penguin), he approaches his subject as someone baffled by these  
recent trends. ... 

For seven years, Klinenberg and his research team interviewed more 
than three hundred people living alone, plus many of the caretakers, 
planners, and designers who help make that solitary life possible.  
Their sample included single people in everything from halfway 
hotels to elder-care facilities, and drew on fieldwork conducted 
primarily in seven cities: Austin, Texas; Chicago; Los Angeles; New 
York; San Francisco; Washington, D.C.; and Stockholm.

The results were surprising. Klinenberg’s data suggested that single 
living was not a social aberration but an inevitable outgrowth 
of mainstream liberal values. Women’s liberation, widespread 
urbanization, communications technology, and increased 
longevity—these four trends lend our era its cultural contours, and 

each gives rise to solo living.

Dating and Marriage
One area in which we hope Single Matters makes an 

impact is decision making in dating and marriage. Society 
and the Church often communicate the same message 
when it comes to taking your time to get married. 

Steve Watters, director of young adults for Focus on the 
Family, states:

... parents often encourage their children to take their time when it comes 
to getting married and churches often spend more time talking about 
the gift of singleness than they do talking about Biblical vision and 
preparation for getting married. We hear of many singles being told that 
marriage isn’t all it’s cracked up to be, only God can complete them and 
they should just work on being content in their singleness. Without a 
compelling vision or support for getting married any time soon, today’s 
young men and women are increasingly experiencing:

“Relational hurt and confusion — with little motivation to make timely 
decisions about getting married, many couples get in a holding pattern 
of enjoying many of the benefits of marriage, causing their relationships 
to drag out longer and to make their breakups feel like mini-divorces. 

“Marital delay — the average age of first marriage has increased by five 
years over the last generation (a study by Norval Glenn showed that 
while couples who delayed marriage until 22 were more satisfied with 
their marriage than those who married earlier, there was also a marked 
drop in satisfaction among those who waited to marry until after 27 — 
often because of increased sexual baggage and difficulty shifting from 
independent to interdependent lives). 

“Sexual promiscuity — a recent CDC study showed that 77% of men 
surveyed who were raised Fundamentalist Protestant had sex before 
marriage — the book Real Sex implies that Christian women aren’t  
far behind. 

“Serial sexual relationships — the CDC study showed that 60% of women 
lose their virginity 5 years or more before they get married and that 
60% of non- married men have more than one sexual partner before 
marriage (with the largest segment of responders having between 6 and 
9 partners). 

“Cohabitation — 25% of Christians now live together before they marry. 

“Divorce — between 85 and 90% of the general population ends up 
getting married over their lifetimes but after taking the paths described in 
the bullets above, fewer couples are arriving with a strong foundation for 
marriage and parenting — leading many to divorce within the crucial 
first five years.”

(Source: Boundless Webzine)

Taking Back the Land!
With the charge to “take back the land” (Jeremiah 49:2), 

because the enemy is destroying marriages before they 
happen, we aim to minister to the large demographic of 
single people who need to know God’s healing power over 
the past and God’s personal promises for the future.  
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The world’s ways of dating and marriage, and delay of 
marriage, have crept into the Church. We strive to make 
an impact that will result in wholeness and purity in 
singleness and a decline of divorce among Christians. We 
also hope to bring to light the beauty of God’s covenant of 
marriage, encouraging holy union where there has been a 
cultural trend to delay pursuit of a marriage partner. 

For those called to singleness, we aim to be the 
community and support they need to fulfill this unique 
calling for the glory of God. 

We will work to bring articles that speak to the biblical 
affirmation of the role of the single man or woman in 
the church, community, family unit and marriage—to 
call them up into who God created them to be. We will 
do so by revealing the enemy’s lies and replacing them 
with God’s truth so singles can receive healing from failed 
relationships, personal loss and sexual sin. 

A Message of Hope
Our desire is to respond to the needs of single men 

and women by bringing them a message of hope within 
four categories: Relationships, Singleness, Faith and Life. 
Topics will include dating, being single again (divorced 
or widowed), single parenting, preparing for marriage, 
community, purity, health, career, money, prayer and 
spiritual development.

We encourage churches and spiritual leaders to 
participate in this place of support, protection and 
encouragement as singles seek wisdom in their 
relationships and move toward marriage. May we  
all esteem marriage as honorable, as stated in  
Ephesians 5:22-33.

In conclusion, most would agree that in order to minister 
to the lost, we must first minister to the hands and feet of 
the body of Christ in their brokenness. We invite you, as a 
contributor, to join us!
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Resources for Further Reading
Scientific American
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=relationships-boost-survival

How Stuff Works
http://science.howstuffworks.com/life/married-people-happier-than-singles.htm

The Chronicle of Philanthropy
http://philanthropy.com/article/How-Americans-Give/50360/

The Fiscal Times
http://www.thefiscaltimes.com/Articles/2012/09/13/Broke-and-Single-Why-It-Pays-to-
Be-Married.aspx#page1

CNN Living
http://www.cnn.com/2010/LIVING/10/06/Pew.reversal.college.marriage.gap/index.html

Marriage and Religion Research Institute
http://www.frc.org/mappingamerica/mapping-america-100-students-who-receive-
mostly-as

FamilyFacts.org
http://www.familyfacts.org/briefs/35/family-structure-and-childrens-education

The New Yorker
http://www.newyorker.com/arts/critics/books/2012/04/16/120416crbo_books_heller

United States Census Bureau
http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_
editions/cb12-ff18.html
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